EASTERN AFRICA STANDBY FORCE

Annual Report 2023

S
3 M “ —
DD e | x| T
Burundi Comoros Djibouti Ethiopia Kenya Rwanda Seychelles Somalia Sudan Uganda

aN N




TABLE OF CONTENTS

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF EASE ..ot seeeseeissssesess s seesssssss s sseesssssssons 3
MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR....ccoooeiiittieeieeeeeeeiiiissseses e eeeeseesssssss s sssesssssss s esssssss s sessessss e 4
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE FRIENDS OF EASF.......cccciiiiiiiisccicssssssesseeceeeesseesiennsons 5
ASEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT .......ccoiiiitiiiieiiriiiiiiiisssssseeecesessseeessssssssssessseessssssessssssssssseseeesssssseenes 6
COUNCIL OF MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND SECURITY w...oociiiiiiiiieiiririiiiiiiissssssseseeessseseesssssssessesseeessssssssessssssssssseeessee 7
EASTERN AFRICA COMMITTEE OF CHIEFS OF DEFENCE STAFF ..o sssseeeeeessseeeeeens 8
MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE STAFF it s 8
EASE HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS ... iiiiess s ssssssssssss s ssssessssss s 9
HIGHLIGHTS OF 2023 13
COURTESY CALL i seessssss e 16
B ASTE BRIEF s 18
EASF HIGH-LEVEL MEETING, FORGING NEW PARTNERSHIPS......ccccooiiiiiiiiiinissesscccreeiiiissssssseeceessesseeessennnns 22

ern Africa Standby Forl

S

S
Arnwal Flepoat 2023



[ MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF EASF )

Eastern Africa Standby Force




C MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Eastern Africa Standby Force




MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
FRIENDS OF EASF

J

Eastern Africa Standby Force




ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

H.E. Evariste Ndayishimiye,
Burundi

H.E. Dr. William Samoei Ruto
Kenya
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H.E. Azali Assoumani

Comoros

H.E. Paul Kagame
Rwanda

H.E. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni

Uganda

H.E. Ismail Omar Guelleh H.E. Abiy Ahmed Ali
Djibouti Ethiopia

H.E. Hassan Sheikh Mohamud
Somalia

H.E. Wavel Ramkalawan
Seychelles

Chairman of the Transitional
Sovereign Council of Sudan,
General, Abdul Fattah Al Burhan

Sudan



COUNCIL OF MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND SECURITY
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Hon. Alain Mutabazi
Burundi

Hon. Yousef Mohammed Ali
Comoros

Hon. Aden Bare Duale, EGH Hon. Marizamunda Juvenal

Kenya Rwanda

Hon. Vincent Ssempijja
Uganda
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Hon. Hassan Omar Mohamed
Djibouti

Hon. Abraham Belay
Ethiopia

H.E. Wavel Ramkalawan
Seychelles

Hon. Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur,
Somalia

Maj. Gen. Yassin Ibrahim Yassin Abdel-Hadi
Sudan
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EASTERN AFRICA COMMITTEE OF CHIEFS OF DEFENCE STAFF

Gen Prime Niyongabo Brig Gen Idjihadi Yousouf Lt Gen Zakaria Cheikh  Field Marshal Birhanu ~ Gen Francis Omondi

Burundi Comoros lbrahim Jula Gelelcha Ogolla MGH EBS
Djibouti Ethiopia Kenya
Lt. Gen. Mubarak Muganga Brig Gen Michael Gen lbrahim Sheikh Gen Mohamed Gen Wilson Mbadi
Rwanda Rosette Muhyiddin Osman Elhussin Uganda
Seychelles Somalia Sudan

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE STAFF

Brig (Rtd) Paul kahuria Njema

Cl' (\l EASF Director

Col Mohamed Barkat Brig Gen Domitien Kabisa Brig Gen S T Kashure Mr. Vincent Didon
Head of Administration Head of Peace Joint Chief of Staff AU EASF Liaison Officer
Operations Department

00000

Brig Gen Getachew Ali Col Ahmed Essa Dr. Leah Barasa Col Ibrahim Mohamed Commissioner Ali said Bacar
Force Commander Chief of Staff LogBase  Head of Civilian Component Chlefgf Staff - M;Iltary Head of Police Component
omponen
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. EASF High-Level Meetings

Cabinet Secretary of Defense Meets EASF Delegation

The Chairperson of the Council of
Ministers of Defense and Security of
the EASF Member States and Cabinet
Secretary of Defense, Republic of Kenya,
Hon Aden Bare Duale, met with the EASF
Director, Brig Gen Paul Kahuria Njema
and his delegation in June 2023, at the
Defense Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

As part of its efforts to ensure Peace,

Security, and Stability in the region, the

EASF leadership briefed the principals on the mandate and the achievements of this
multidimensional Force and the programs undertaken to provide the capability for
rapid deployment in peace support operations.

Meeting with the chief of the General Staff of Ethiopia National Defense Forces

The Chief of the General Staff of
the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, Field Marshal Birhanu
Jula, hosted the Management of
Eastern Africa Standby Force for a
Meeting in May 2023, at Defence
Headquarters in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. The new Director, Brig
Paul Kahuria Njema, expressed
appreciation to the outgoing
Director, Brig Gen Getachew Shiferaw Fayisa, for the smooth handover process of
EASF Directorship.

The Meeting expressed the urgent importance for the EASF to play a crucial role
in enhancing Peace and Security in the Region as mandated by the Agreement of
Establishmentofthe Organization and by the African Peace and Security Architecture
(APSA). Discussions focused on the Security Situation in the Region and the readiness
levels of the EASF to perform its mandate.
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EASF Management Meeting with Djibouti Minister of Defense

The Eastern Africa Standby Force (EASF)
Director, Brig Gen Getachew Shiferaw Fayisa,
paid in May 2023, a courtesy call to the Minister
of Defense of the Republic of Djibouti, Hon
Hassan Omar Mohamed, accompanied by
EASF Head of Administration and Finance, Col
Mohamed Barkar Aden.

The meeting addressed the region's security

situation and the positioning and readiness of

EASF to enhance the Peace, Security, and Stability of its member states and beyond.
It was also an opportunity for the EASF Management to commend the commitment
of Hon Hassan Omar Mohamed, as a member of the Council of Ministers of Defense of
the region (CoM), for his leadership and the wise guidance from the entire CoM.

Cabinet Secretary of Ministry of Defense in Kenya Hosts EASF

The Cabinet Secretary for Defense, Hon. Aden Duale, in May 2023, hosted the incoming
Director of the Eastern Africa Standby Force Brigadier Paul Kahuria Njema who
paid him a courtesy visit at Defense Headquarters in Nairobi. Brigadier Njema was
accompanied by the outgoing Director Brigadier General Getachew Shiferaw Fayisa.

The Cabinet Secretary for the Ministry of Defense in Kenya and the incoming Director
discussed a wide range of issues among them the preparedness of the Force to execute
its mandate of enhancing Peace and Security in the Eastern Africa Region.
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Outgoing and Incoming Director Handover in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The Eastern Africa Standby Force's
incoming Director, Brig Paul Kahuria
Njema, visited the Structures of
EASF based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
including the Force HQs and Logistics
Base accompanied by the outgoing
Director, Brig Gen Getachew Shiferaw
Fayisa, and the Head of Administration
and Finance, Col Mohamed Barkat Aden
for the Office handover function.

The Force Commander, Brig Gen

Vincent Gatama, the Chief of Staff of the Logistics Base, Col Ahmed Essa, and the
EASF Liaison Officer at the African Union Commission, Mr. Vincent Dindon made
presentations on their respective Structures and Offices which highlighted the
current status, achievements, challenges and way forward. The New Director, Brig
Paul Kahuria Njema made a tour of the Force Headquarters, Logistics Base, and the
Logistics Training Center.

EASF Participates in the High-Level Ministerial Meetings on Youth,
Peace, and Security
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EASF Director Meets the President of the Union of Comoros

31st Ordinary Policy Organs Council Meeting

The 3l1st Ordinary Policy Organs Meetings of the Eastern Africa Standby Force took
place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in February 2023 followed by the Eastern Africa Chiefs
of Defense and Security (EACDS) and the Council of Ministers of Defense and Security
under the chairmanship of H.E. Dr. Abraham Belay of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia.

The Director of the EASF Secretariat, Brigadier General Getachew Shiferaw Fayisa,
reviewed the implementation of the decisions of the Council and the status of the
implementation of activities in 2022, centered on the four pillars of the EASF 2021-2025
strategic plan. The Director acknowledged the major role played by the African Union
through the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the “Friends of EASF”
for their immense financial and technical support in the EASF mandate.
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. Highlights of 2023

19 Years of Promoting Peace in Africa

The Eastern Africa Standby Force (EASF) was

established in July 2004 as a Regional Mechanism

to provide the capability for rapid deployment of

forces to carry out preventive deployment, rapid

intervention, peace support operations, and peace

enforcement. The establishment of EASF is based

on the past experiences of conflicts in Africa, such

as the Rwanda Genocide and wars in different countries in the region. Initially, EASF
was known as Eastern Africa Standby Brigade (EASBRIG) to corroborate the Peace
Security Operations (PSO)doctrine of integration and multi-dimensionality as well
as the African Standby Force (ASF)concept, EASBRIG embraced the incorporation of
the Civilian and police components and consequently changed the name to Eastern
Africa Standby Force (EASF).

Verification of Pledged Forces in the Union of Comoros

The Eastern Africa Standby Force rolled out a
verification exercise of Pledged Forces in the
Union of Comoros on 25 September 2023.

The EASF Force Commmander, the Joint Chief

of Staff, and other EASF officials lead the

verification team. The Director of EASF, Brig

(Rtd) Paul Kahuria Njema is also part of the team conducting the verification to
strengthen Comoro’s support of the organization and its commitment to promoting
peace in the region. The Union of Comoros has pledged a multidimensional force
comprising the military, police, and civilians for EASF peace support missions.

Integrated Mission Support Course

The Integrated Mission
Support Course was held in
July 2023 in Addis Abalba,
Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia. Representatives
frorm Member States and EASF
staff participated in the course
aimed at building the capacity of
Member States and EASF Staff in
the area of mission support.
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EASF at the consultative meeting of the Peace and Security Council

The third consultative meeting of the Peace and Security Council and Regional
Economic Communities and Regional Mechanisms was held in Bujumbura, Burundi.
The EASF Director Brig (Rtd) Paul Kahuria Njema also attended the meeting, which
provided a platform for member states to engage in dialogue and collaboration on
matters related to peace and security in the region.

Discussionsduring the meeting focused onvariousissues, including conflict prevention,
peacebuilding, and the fight against terrorism. Overall, the meeting was a valuable

opportunity for member states to exchange ideas, and work together towards a more
peaceful and secure region.

Promoting Civil Society Engagement in Peace and Security
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EASF Launched Voluntary Work in Musasa Refugee Camp, Burundi

The Eastern Africa Standby
Force launched the cross-border
initiative in a refugee camp in
Musasa, Burundi. The project
included the construction of a
basketball court, the setting up
of a socio-economic club, and
donation of school supplies to the
refuges. Over 12 days' delegates
from EASF member States, youth
from the Burundi National Council,
and over 100 young people from
the Musasa camp worked tirelessly
to complete a basketball pitch
for the youth refugee population.
During their stay at the camp,
the youth delegates from EASF
member states together with the
refugees participated in various
cultural and sporting programmes
and to support the students in the
camp, donation of school supplies
and other basic needs were made
to the camp management. EASF
also launched a socio economic
club with donation of sawing
machines to help the young
expected mothers engage in
economic activities which in
return will support them with
their new born. The ‘cross border
initiative’ was a huge success and
had meaningfully impacted the
lives of many youths in the Musasa
refugee camp.
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EASF Policy Organs Experts Working Group (EWG)

The Eastern Africa Standby Force concluded, in February 2023 at Skylight Hotel Addis-Ababa,
Ethiopia, a three-day meeting of its Experts Working Group (EWG) Meeting as part of the 3lst
Policy Organs Meetings.

The delegates from the ten EASF Member States discussed and deliberated on the Director's
progress report, EASF financial report, the external auditor's report for the year 2020, the review
of the activity plan for the year 2022, 2023 activity plan and budget as well as the report of
the EWG meeting — held in Kenya in October 2022. The Experts also had an updated view of
the policy brief on the regional security situation, conflict indicators, data sources, analytical
framework, Mediation Framework for the Panel of Elders (PoE), and PoE Rules of Procedure,
among others.

. Courtesy Call

EASF Director Pays a Courtesy call to the Ethiopian Minister of Defense

The New Director of Eastern Africa Standby Force (EASF), Brig Paul Kahuria Njema,
and the outgoing Director, Brig Gen Getachew Shiferaw Fayisa, paid a courtesy call to
the Minister of Defence of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Hon Abraham
Belay, in May 2023, at Defence Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The EASF Director commended the leadership and guidance of Hon Abraham Belay,
as the Chairperson of the Council of Ministers of Defence and Security for the past year
until he handed over in early 2023, as well as the unwavering support of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to the EASF. Discussions focused on the role of the
EASF in enhancing Peace and Security in the Region as mandated by its Agreement of
Establishment and by the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA). Brig Njema
briefed the Minister of Defence on the Security Situation in the Region, mainly in
Sudan and Somalia, and reaffirmed the readiness of the EASF to perform its mandate.
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The Sudan Ambassador to Kenya paid a courtesy call to EASF

EASF Director Courtesy call to Saudi Ambassador in Nairobi

The EASF Director, Brig
(Rtd) Paul Kahuria Njema,
paid a courtesy call to
the Saudi Ambassador
in Kenya, H.E Khalid bin
Abdullah Al-Salman.

The meeting aims to

renew the cooperation and

partnership between the

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

and the Eastern Africa

Standby Force Structures.

The two parties agreed on

the priorities and the areas

of collaboration, including

Counter-Terrorism,

Humanitarian Assistance, and Maritime. EASF Management and Saudi Embassy Leadership
will work closely together on the next steps to strengthen the experience and information
sharing with the common objective of enhancing Peace and Security in the Region.
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. EASF Brief

The Eastern Africa

Standby Force is a regional

organization whose

mandate is to enhance

peace and security in the

Eastern Africa region. It

is one of the five regional

multidimensional Forces

of the African Standby

Force (ASF) consisting of

Military, Police, and Civilian

components. EASF was

established as a regional

mechanism to provide the capability for rapid deployment of forces to carry out
preventive deployment, rapid intervention, peace support/stability operations, and
peace enforcement.

Why do we exist?

To carry out promptly the functions of maintenance of peace and security, through
a regional conflict prevention, management, and resolution capability to respond
effectively to crisis across the African continent as may be mandated by the AU
Peace and Security Council. EASF Strategic Plan The EASF Strategic Plan 2021-2025
is developed to respond to emerging conflicts to serve as a tool for decision-making,
resource mobilization, and application. The vision embedded in the Strategic Plan
focuses on revamping and enhancing the strategic pillars into concrete tangible
actions for the citizens of our Member States. It also strives to advocate and uphold
the principles of peace and security in line with the Africa Peace and Security
Architecture (APSA) which seeks to enhance the institutional capacity of the African
Union (AU) to address peace and security issues on the continent

Composition of EASF

EASF is a membership organization of ten Member States comprising; Burundi,
Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, and
Uganda.

EASF Secretariat

Eastern Africa Standby Force Secretariat (EASFSEC) is located in Nairobi, Kenya,
and serves as the Secretariat for all EASF Policy Organs, Structures, and activities.
It coordinates EASF activities in consultation with relevant authorities in Member
States and the African Union.
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Since 2007 the International committee of the Red
cross (ICRC)has been organizing the senior workshop

on international Rules governing Military operations
(SWIRMO) which is a global Event on the law of the
Armed conflict and the flagship event of the (ICRC)of
the engagement with militaries

SWIRMO 2023 was held in Nairobi and the event was
attended by over 100 high ranking countries, Military
officers from over 70 countries, jointly organized by
Kenya Defence Forces (KDF)and (ICRC).

The workshop was officially opened by the CS
Honourable Aden Duale, EGH, MP, Cabinet Secretary
Ministry of Defence in Kenya. EASF was represented

by Brig (Rtd)PAUL KAHURIA NJEMA together with the EASF Head of Peace and

operations Brig Gen Domitien Kabisa
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Courtesy call to Malta Embassy in Kenya

Eastern Africa Standby

Force - EASF Director,

Brig (Rtd) Paul Kahuria

Njema, paid courtesy call

on the Ambassador Order

of Malta Ambassador to

the Republic of Kenya,

Dr Wilhelm Von Trott Zu

Solz, on 17th October.

They discussed areas of

possible collaboration and
partnershipincluding in humanitarian assistance and support to the population
affected by conflicts and natural disasters.

Police Component Promoting Child Protection

The AU considers the
rights, protection and
welfare of children
integral to its overall
agenda for sustainable
peace and security in
Africa. To ensure the
realization of the rights,
protection and welfare
of girls and boys, the AU
has put in place; laws,
policies, mechanisms
and tools that if properly implemented will make Africa fit for its children.
Conflict impacts on children differently and disproportionately which calls for
deliberate measures to ensure that child protection is integrated into all African
Union (AU) Peace Support Operations’ (PSOs) mandates, policies and programs.

The EASF Police Component organized a Child Protection Course in the Union
of Comoros aimed at enhancing capacity of Regional Police Officers on children
rights in PSOs.
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EASF High-level meeting, forging new partnerships

The EASF high-level meeting was held in September, 2023 at the Holiday Inn Hotel, in
Nairobi. Ambassadors from various countries, Diplomatic Corps and Representative of
different International Organizations attended the meeting. In his opening address,
Chairperson of the Eastern Africa Minsters of Defense and Security, Hon. Minister
Aden DUALE accentuated on the need of having such mechanisms like the EASF for
effective conflict management and in building trust and cooperation among nations
thus reducing the risk of conflict escalation. He highlighted the importance of the
existing partnerships between EASF and international partners in the noble task of
maintenance of peace and security in the Eastern Africa region and beyond.

On his part the Chairperson of Friends of EASF, the Danish Ambassador H.E Stephan
Schoonemann welcomed the Ambassadors present, he further talked about some
of the major achievements of the EASF and also called on those present to foster
new partnership with the organization. The EASF Director, Brig (Rtd) Paul Kahuria
Njema thanked those present for attending the important meeting despite their busy
schedules. The Director acknowledged the support and engagement of the Friends
and Partners of EASF in mobilizing resources and in providing technical support
towards the achievement of EASF's mandate. Ambassadors and other distinguished
delegates had an opportunity to learn more about the various thematic areas where
EASF is looking for partnership and coordination namely in mediation, dialogue,
democracy, governance, gender, transitional justice and many more.
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